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ARCHITECTURE

by Emma O'Kelly

Roberto Silva runs his own landscape
architecture practice in London.

What are you currently working on?

| am writing a book about South American
gardens and working on an outdoor
installation that I'm pitching to Inhotim
sculptural park in the Brazilian state of
Brumadinho. | am designing two new
gardens in south London and writing a
landscape design course for the university
of Pernambuco. There are a lot of
interesting projects that might happen, like
doing a country garden in Brazil and
restoring a garden designed by Burle
Marx in a Rino Levi building in Higienoplis,
Sao Paulo.

Why did you end up setting up a
practice in London rather than
returning to Brazil?

While was studying my MA in Landscape
Architecture at University of Greenwich |
designed the Foster garden, which got a
lot of media attention. | decided then to
carve my name as a designer here rather
than going back to Brazil. The British
sensibility appreciates art, gardens and
plants.

Do you think there are many
opportunities in Brazil if you are a
landscape architect?

| guess now more than ever as Brazil is
doing well economically. Sadly, there are

http://www.wallpaper.com/architecture/robert-silva-q-a/4595/

INFORMATION

Brazilian architects abroad:

Anna Deitzsch

Ciro Miguel

Carolina Neubern Fonseca
Aline Trindade

Daniela Reboucas Atwell
Raul Correa-Smith

Gisele Gass

Camila Tariki

Guilherme Leme

Brazilian architects abroad: London

Edson Yabiku
Laura Guedes
Roberto Silva
Thellius Zamprogno
Renata Dantas
Renato Pimenta
Abel Maciel
Mayza Joao
Fernando Rihl
Ricardo de Ostos
Franklin Lee

Website
www.silvalandscapes.com

Bookmark
Digg
Delicious
Reddit
Facebook
Stumbleupon

Print this item
Subscribe to Wallpaper®
Wallpaper* News feed
Add Wallpaper* Widget

Subscribe to Wallpaper* magazine

The restoration of
Jean Prouve's
Ferembal House

The making of
Wallpaper's
Maginot Line
interiors shoot

Behind the scenes
of the Garota da
Laje women's
fashion shoot

Flash Prerogative

Page 1 of 3


http://www.wallpaper.com/
http://www.wallpaper.com/artchitecture/anna-deitzsch-q-a/4604
http://www.wallpaper.com/artchitecture/ciro-miguel-q-a/4606
http://www.wallpaper.com/artchitecture/daniela-reboucas-atwell-q-a/4608
http://www.wallpaper.com/artchitecture/aline-trindade-q-a/4613
http://www.wallpaper.com/artchitecture/carolina-neubern-fonseca-q-a/4612
http://www.wallpaper.com/architecture/brazilian-architects-in-nyc-the-aia-hq/4619
http://www.wallpaper.com/artchitecture/raul-correa-smith-q-a/4610
http://www.wallpaper.com/artchitecture/gisele-gass-q-a/4609
http://www.wallpaper.com/artchitecture/guilherme-leme-q-a/4605
http://www.wallpaper.com/artchitecture/camila-tariki-q-a/4607
http://www.wallpaper.com/architecture/brazilian-architects-in-london-rbia/4618
http://www.wallpaper.com/architecture/abel-maciel-q-a/4597/
http://www.wallpaper.com/architecture/mayza-joao-q-a/4600/
http://www.wallpaper.com/architecture/renata-dantas-q-a/4601/
http://www.wallpaper.com/architecture/renato-pimenta-q-a/4599/
http://www.wallpaper.com/architecture/laura-guedes-q-a/4591/
http://www.wallpaper.com/architecture/fernando-rihl-q-a/4590/
http://www.wallpaper.com/architecture/ricardo-de-ostos-q-a/4594/
http://www.wallpaper.com/architecture/edson-yabiku-q-a/4596/
http://www.wallpaper.com/architecture/thellius-zamprogno-q-a/4598/
http://www.wallpaper.com/architecture/franklin-lee-q-a/4592/
http://www.wallpaper.com/architecture/robert-silva-q-a/4595/
http://www.wallpaper.com/architecture/robert-silva-q-a/4595/www.silvalandscapes.com
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.wallpaper.com%2farchitecture/robert-silva-q-a/4595&title=Robert+silva+q+a&bodytext=Roberto+Silva+runs+his+own+landscape+architecture+practice+in+London.%0D%0A+%0D%0AWhat+are+you+currently+working+on%3F+%0D%0AI+am+writing+a+book+about+South+American+gardens+and+working+on+an+outdoor+installation+that+I%27m+pitching+to+Inhotim+sculptural+park+in+the+Brazilian+state+of+Brumadinho.+I+am+designing+two+new+gardens+in+south+Londo&topic=design
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.wallpaper.com%2farchitecture/robert-silva-q-a/4595&title=Robert+silva+q+a&notes=Roberto+Silva+runs+his+own+landscape+architecture+practice+in+London.%0D%0A+%0D%0AWhat+are+you+currently+working+on%3F+%0D%0AI+am+writing+a+book+about+South+American+gardens+and+working+on+an+outdoor+installation+that+I%27m+pitching+to+Inhotim+sculptural+park+in+the+Brazilian+state+of+Brumadinho.+I+am+designing+two+new+gardens+in+south+Londo
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.wallpaper.com%2farchitecture/robert-silva-q-a/4595&title=Robert+silva+q+a
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3a%2f%2fwww.wallpaper.com%2farchitecture/robert-silva-q-a/4595
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.wallpaper.com%2farchitecture/robert-silva-q-a/4595&title=Robert+silva+q+a
http://www.wallpaper.com/architecture/robert-silva-q-a/4595/#
http://www.magazinesdirect.co.uk/XWP/IWPUE?utm_medium=Text+link&utm_source=BRAND+WEBSITE&utm_campaign=XWP+Mar+10+Text+links
http://www.wallpaper.com/rss
http://www.wallpaper.com/news/wallpaper-widget/2942
http://www.wallpaper.com/architecture
http://www.wallpaper.com/architecture
http://adserver.adtech.de/?adlink%7C656%7C1595330%7C0%7C16%7CAdId=-3;BnId=0;itime=200058906;key=key1+key2+key3+key4;
http://www.myipcsubscription.com/
http://www.magazinesdirect.co.uk/XWP/IWPUE?utm_medium=Text+link&utm_source=BRAND+WEBSITE&utm_campaign=XWP+Mar+10+Text+links

Roberto Silva Q&A - Architecture - Wallpaper.com - International Design Interiors Fashion Travel

not as many large scale projects as there
were in Burle Marx's day. Instead, we
have recreational areas and residential
and pocket gardens, and Brazilians are
learning to appreciate these more now.

Which is your favourite Burle Marx
project?

The roof garden of the Safra Bank in Sao
Paulo. It is a cross fertilization of land art
and garden design. He did not use many
plants but the shapes are beautiful. Burle
Marx was a man of the masterplan and
had a great connection with the rhythms
and poetry of its lines.

What Brazilian things do you do here in
London?

| actually don't do anything Brazilian here.
I'd rather watch Coronation Street and
have a cup of tea.

Do you think London is tapped in to
the Brazilian way of life in any way?
It's impossible to translate the Brazilian
lifestyle to England. The UK is too formal
and sophisticated to do so. Brazilian
sophistication comes from the informality
of the people and places. The best things
happen spontaneously and ideas come
from the botecos table. When Brazilian
places open in London they try to be
sophisticated and close down a year later;
or they attract the wrong sort of people.
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