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fact file

Roberto Silva

Age: 37

Born: Pernambuce, Brazil |

Lives: basement flat, Wandsworth,

in southwest London

Studio: a corner of his flat } l

Studied: BA Agronomy, University of

Pernambuco, and MA Landscape Design,

University of Greenwich

Transport: Jeep

Essential kit: Pantone double-ended felt-

tip pens for sketches; Berol Carismacolor

coloured pencils for masterplans

| Won't leave home without: notebook
and umbrella - “essential in this country®

influences

* Landscape designer Roberto Burle Marx
(1909-1994). | like the way that he approached
gardens in a free form way. He used lots of
beld shapes and bold lines, and was really the
first at that time to think like that.”

* The artist Jackson Pollock. | like the spon-
taneity in his paintings. He was an artist
completely in touch with his involuntary
mernary. | think to create something completely
new we have to learn how to forget.”

* The architect Zaha Hadid. "Her work is very
powerful, with shapes that could easily be
adapted in gardens.”

* Different media: everything from theatre to
graphic design. He collects photographs and
cuttings of architecture, sculpture, paintings
and objects: “Sometimes it's just the shape of

a cup that inspires me.”
dEEIgﬂ phﬂnsophy * Books and magazines: Roberto has a bookcase
i think garden tﬁe*slgn should be a cross-fertilisation of all the aﬂ'rer devoted to garden books that he uses frequently.

arts and media, like. painting, sculpture, theatre, architecture ¢
graphtc design " says Roberto. One of the most dis
his work is thabhe appmar.hes desi n from an

{ luid, abstract sketch, usually col-arureﬂmth
- always draw a desbgnﬁrst Inever use a computer.
:'-ta use my hands.” He fa-.rm.-rsa bold appr
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LEFT: A DESIGN BY BRAZILIAN LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
ROBERTO BURLE MARX. HIS INFLUENCE CAMN BE SEEN IN
MUCH OF ROBERTD SILVA'S WORK. ABOVE: COLLAGES
B FRENCH LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT YVES BRUNIER.
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